
 
Louisiana Streamlining Commission 

 
Suggested Recommendations to Advisory Committee 

Chairmen 
 
Preamble: 
The following comments on this cover sheet have been prepared at the Mercatus Center by Hon. 
Maurice McTigue. The purpose of the analysis was to identify issues that the committee might 
pursue and finally develop into recommendations to the full commission.  

• The suggested recommendations are based on very limited information and the 
committee’s local knowledge may determine that the suggestions are not viable. In that 
case the Committee should discard the suggested recommendation.  

• If the Committee thinks the suggestion has merit then they should refer it to officials for 
their analysis. 

• Some of our suggestions may be recommending a practice that is already in place, in 
which case the recommendation may be put aside or may be worded to endorse that 
practice or to extend it further than is the current practice. 

 
Department of Revenue 

• The core business of the department should specifically state “tax collection” as the main 
activity.  

• The outcomes address by the program should be separated into three different programs: 
Collection of State Tax Revenue, Regulation of Alcoholic Beverages, and Regulation of 
Charitable Gaming Activities instead one Tax Collection Program. In this way the 
measures of success and societal issues addressed in each program clearly represent the 
purpose of each program. 

• The level of success of this program should measure the tax collected by taxable activity 
as a proportion of the tax owed by each taxable activity.  

 
Savings: Total Budget $93.344 million Total revenue collected $8.4 billion 

• The greatest gains to be made here would be to get the department to explain the 
composition of the taxes owed but not collected and to identify what, if any, new 
measures would improve the collection rates. Small percentage gains across $8.4 billion 
amount to large revenue gains. 1% equals $84 million. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Desk of Hon. Maurice McTigue



 

Please provide the information requested on the attached form for each program in your agency and 
return to the Commission by September 8, 2009. 
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�*��The Department of Revenue 
(LDR) is charged with “administering, assessing, and collecting the consumer, producer, and 
any other state taxes specifically assigned by law to the department, and shall have authority 
generally for alcoholic beverage control and the regulation of charitable gaming.”�
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